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This Week in NYC NYC Calendar Off Broadway 

Leave It to Jane closes 
after two year run to re- open 
Sept 5 in Chicago... King of the 
Dark Chamber postponed clos- 
ing notice and will continue ... 
Red Eye of Love moved to Prov- 
incetown from Living Theatre , 


and Frances Sternhagen replaced 


The Canvas Barridade- 
Stratford, Ont 8/7. Canadian 
Shakespeare Festival presents 
a new comedy by Donald Lamont 
Jack, directed by George McCow- 
an with Peter Donat, Kate Reid, 


The Phoenix Theatre recon- 
sidered its future at its 1200 seat 
Second Av and 12th St playhouse, The 
lease on the former Yiddish Art 
Theatre has not been renewed past 
Oct ,and the only production so far 
scheduled is the Stratford, Ont, pre- 


sentation of The Pirates of Penzance The Moon is Blue-4lst St 


Sept 6-Oct 22,directed by Tyrone 


Guthrie. Norris Houghton, who has 
been on leave at Vassar College , 
Poughkeepsie, NY, will return this 


season as co-managing director with 


T.Edward Hambleton, A move to a 
less expensive site is contemplated, 
$1 million loss since 1953 opening 
season has been estimated, 


Plays 


All the Way Home to con - 
tinue on a week-to-week basis... 
Rhinoceros moves to Edgewater 
Beach Theatre, Chicago, for four 
week run, returning to Longacre 
Sept 3...Camelot assistant stage 
manager Jonathan Anderson sub- 
bed for orchestra leader Franz 
Allers, when latter delayed ona 
week-end flight, Musical also suf- 
ferred a minor fire during Tues 
performance, quickly extinguished 
before the Fire Dept. arrived, 


The Naked Truth, Harry 
Kurnitz adaptation of Marcel Ach- 
ard's play to star Julie Harris, to 
be directed by Harold Clurman, 
due Oct 18...The Garden of Sweets 
a new play by Waldemar Hansen 
co-starring Katina Paxinou and 
Jo Van Fleet to be presented Oct 
314..The Perfect Setup a new com- 
edy by Jack Sher to open in Jan... 
Gussie a new comedy by Max Ben- 
off to be produced by Theatre Guild 
directed by Dore Schary. 


Legal Dept 


Stagehands union settled 
new three year contract with the 
League of NY Theatres for a re - 
ported 6% increase spread over 
the three year period, instead of 
the 20% first demanded, 


(125 W 41) 878. Barbara Griner - 


Eleanor Horn present fourth of 
"All Star Comedy Festival" two 
week production, Revival of F, 
Hugh Herbert comedy directed by 
Matt Cimber with Donald Cook , 
Jean Shepard, 


Victor Borge- Forest 
Hills Stadium 8/12. Limelight 
Productions presents single per- 
formance of one man show, 


Players 


Two understudies left cur- 
rent Broadway shows to join forth- 
coming musicals, Ellen Madison, 
standby for Francis Cuka, A Taste 
of Honey, to be featured in Milk 
and Honey,and Anita Gillette, the 
standby for Anna Maria Alberghe- 
tti, Carnival , won lead opposite 
Walter Chiari, The Gay Life ... 
Joel Grey replaced Warren Ber - 
linger, Come Blow Your Horn, 


Julie Wilson to star in 
High Fidelity comedy ... Julie 
Munshin to co-star in The Gay 
Life... Paula Stewart to be fea - 
tured in Let It Ride... Ruth Mc- 
Devitt and Mindy Carson signed 
for Once For the Asking comedy 
«.-Robert Penn added to Kean 
.»-Margalo Gilmore, Alice Pearce 
and Grove Dale joined Sail Away. 
...Brock Peters left King of the 
Dark Chamber for a ‘featured 
role in Kwamina...Salome Jens 


to leave A Far Country for The 


Short Happy Life 


Broadway Business 


Variety reports general 
seasonal slump at most shows, 
Two sellouts are- Carnival and 


Mary, Mary. Do-Re-Mi is on 
vacation, 


Jane Romano,.. Madeline Bloom 

to sub for Joan Darling, The Pren- 
ise, during latter's one month vac- 
ation, 


Cockeyed Kite a new play 
by Joseph Caldwell to open Sept 13 
at Actors Playhouse, directed by 
Neil McKenzie... Misalliance re - 
vival set for Sept 19 at Sheridan Sq 
Playhouse by Philip Minor-Stuart 
Duncan... The Opening of a Window 
by NYC Patrolman Gene Radano to 
be presented Sept 21 at Theatre Mar- 
quee by Jerome Guardino-Bram Ap- 
pel. It was tested at Margo Jones 
Theatre, Dallas in 1955,..O Marry 
Me musical version of "She Stoops 
to Conquer" moved debut date to 
Sept 25 at Gate, 


Special Events 


That Something Extra an 
Oldsmobile industrial show adapted 
from "The Pajama Game" to be pre- 
sented at ANTA Theatre Aug 6-12 
with Jack Russell, Joan Holloway , 
Jeanne Bal, directed by Stanley Pra- 
ger and Carol Haney. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Long Day's Journey Into 
Night to be filmed by Ely Landau 
who has acquired film and TV 
rights to all O'Neill works... Bye 
Bye Birdie film to be produced by 
Fred Kohlmar for Columbia, 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Plays by Emlyn Williams" 
including--The Corn is Green and 
Night Must Fall--to be published in 
fall by Random House. They will 
also publish full texts of --Critic's 
Choice, Big Fish Little Fish, Came- 
lot and A Far Country. 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


A Midsummer Night's Dream- Wollman Rink, 
Central Park, NYC 8/1. 7 pro- unanimous- for second 
free production of NY Shakespeare Festival season . 
Directed by Joel Friedman with Kathleen Widdoes , 
Anne Fielding, Margaret Hall, Jonathan Farwell, R.A. 
Jordan, Albert Quinton, sets by Eldeon Elder, costumes 
by Theoni Aldridge, music by David Amram, All praised 
lively direction and performances, though some review- 
ers feared that in swiftness some of the poetry was lost, 
Funke, Times, okayed fun, frolic and horseplay of pro - 
ceedings which muted some of the glories of the poetry, 
Morgenstern, Herald Tribune, raved for marvelous pro- 
duction filled with enchanting people and resourceful 
direction. Davis, News, doubts if any group ever had 
more fun playing comedy , presented in broad comedy 
terms that the first evening's outdoor audience enjoyed, 
Coleman, Mirror, agreed that broad presentation was 
perfectly chosen for current audience, with Albert Quin- 
ton's "Bottom" the star of the evening. Watts, Post, en - 
joyed entertaining outdoor rendition of play that frequent - 
ly can be rather a trial in a theatre, with a fine cast and 
staged properly lively in a real comic spirit. Saffron , 
World Telegram & Sun, recommended well-honed show 
with its aim of amiable homeyness that is most disarm- 
ing and engaging. cheered the rough house romp of slap- 
stick characters played strictly for laughs. Final pre- 
sentation of Joe Papp's group opens Aug 28, Richard II, 


NYC FUTURE CALENDAR 


Pirates of Penzance-Phoenix 9/6... Cockeyed Kite- 

Actors Play 9/13... Misalliance- Sher Sq 9/19...Ghosts- 
4th St 9/20...Opening of A Window-T Marquee 9/21... 
Julius Castro- 9/21.,.High Fidelity- Ambassador 9/25 
Marry Me-Gate 9/25... From the Second City - 
Royale 9/26...4th Av North- Mad Av 9/27...No Law 
Against Love- York-9/27...Diff'rent-Actor Play 9/28 
Victorious-Cort 9/29. 


Sap of Life- 1 Sher Sq- 10/2...Sail Away- Broad- 
hurst 10/3... The Caretaker- Lyceum 10/4... Blood, 
Sweat & Stanley Poole- Morosco 10/5.,. Clandestine on 
the Morning Line- 10/5... Let's Ride It- O'Neill 10/ 6... 
9 O Clock Theatre- Golden 10/8... Milk & Honey-Beck- 
10/10... How to Succeed-46th St 10/14... All in Love-4lst 
St 10/16...The Naked Truth- 10/18... Cook for Mr Gen - 
eral-Playhouse 10/19...Kwamima- 54th St 10/23 ...The 
Buskers- Cricket 10/25... When No One is Looking- Be- 
lasco 10/26...Gayden- Maidman 10/30...Go Fight City 
Hall-Mayfair 10/30...Garden of Sweets- 10/31. 


Complaisant Lover- Barrymore- 1l/l...Kean- 
Broadway- 11/2...Gideon- Plymouth 1/9... Gay Life- 
11/18...Man for All Seasons- ANTA 11/22, 


Mort Sahl at 9 O Clock-Golden 12/26... Night of 
Iguana-Royale- 12/28... Funny Thing Happened on Way 
to Forum 12/28... Age of Consent- 1/10... Old Vic-2/5 
...A Family Affair- 2/8... Jennie- 2/28 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


" A Victorian in Orbit'' autobiography by Sir Ced- 
ric Hardwicke ( Doubleday) discloses a consistent aware- 
ness of the audience, points out Atkinson, Times, Since 
Hardwicke has been acting in England and America for 
half a century he knows the theatre from the golden days 
of the great romantic actors to the gloomy Broadway of 
today. The series of random memoirs "as told to James 
Brough" are intended to be entertaining--they are. 


NYC 


CRITICS 


ABROAD 


The Rehearsal-London-Anouilh play recommend- 
ed by Watts, Post. It has a brilliant English translation 
by Pamela Hans:ford Johnson and Kitty Black and the ex- 
quisite play is at once graceful, deftly witty and enormous- 
ly moving. It combines what is unashamedly sentimental 
with the most sardonic insight. It is beautifully acted by 
a cast headed by Maggie Smith, Phyllis Calvert, Alan Ba- 
del, Robert Hardy, Anouilh at his moving best, 


LONDON 


"STAGE" 


VIEWS 


Joan Littlewood's decision to leave Theatre Work- 
shop and to go abroad to produce is a bitter blow, states 
"Stage" editorial, Whatever may be said for or against the 
decision the main point is that the British nation has fail- 
ed to keep alive and foster the major theatre project of 
the last decade and one of the most important in the his - 
tory of the modern stage. She has been praised, honored 
and practically revered. The fact remains that vital work 
has been interrupted and may even have come to an end, 


This is a scandal that reflects onthe Govern - 
ment, and its attitude toward the arts in this country, the 
British theatre trade weekly continues, It is a black mark 
against the Nation in the sense that it has found that we 
are not ready or capable of supporting, at relatively mod- 
est cost, one of the most famous theatres in the world, 


The theatre as a whole is still looked upon by 
government as a small matter. A lesson may be learned, 
Perhaps it will make all more practical and regular in 
our support of worthwhile things, And maybe it will go 
some way towards shaming, goading or persuading the 
Government to revise the whole outlook towards the thea - 
tre generally, but especially towards the theatre in its 
most valuable forms, 


Miss Littlewood, leader comments, has been let 
down, let down by all but her immediate helpers and a lim- 
ited number of faithful supporters. Praise and adulation 
are not enough, Pride in a theatre, without practical help 
is not enough, Publicity is not enough, A royal visit is 
not enough, Together, these things are not enough, 


== 
« 


GREEN 
ROOM 
DEPARTMENT 


CREAT URE COMFORTS... Little courtesies the theatre 
goer used to enjoy recalled by Chapman, News . 
The sweet custom of music in all theatres-when 
you came in, during intermission, when you came 
out-aimed to make theatre-going a pleasure, but 
vanished in NYC long ago. Water: available in 
paper cups delivered in the aisles, parking west 
of Eighth Ave, and dressing up for theatre were 
some of the joys missed, Opening nights which 
were once picturesque and gay are now as grim 
as a solo dinner at the Automat, 


COLUMN TIPS...Kwamina producers hunting for a new 
name, hears Kilgallen, Journal American... Be- 
tween Seasons cast caused so much heat back - 
stage during Westport, Conn, tryout that Equity 
may have to cool the hotheads, tips Winchell, Mir- 
ror. 


BALCONY SURVEY...Established balcony ticket prices 
at $2.90 and $3.60 are usually for the last two or 
three rows, Herridge, Post, learned, Winter Gar - 
den box office admitted that the $2.90 seats were 
for the side seats of the last row " which you really 
can't see from‘ Post reader informs that City Cen- 
ter back row balcony seats are constructed in such 
a way that they are lower than the seats in the front 
balcony section, Another reader pointed out that 
the first row of most balconies are $5, 80 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... More favorite Yiddish Theatre 
actors filed by readers of Coleman, Mirror -- 
Ludwig Satz,. Aaron Lebedeff, Jacob Adler...CD 
Correction: Herridge, Post, filed pro review “on 
Troilus and Cressida, Stratford, Conn, 


LINCOLN CENTER BREEZE,,.4An overall citizen's com- 
mittee that would inquire into and attempt to rep- 
resent the taste of theatre and music lovers in the 
city urged by Watt, News. The basically lovely 
worlds of theatre and music are presently so 
choked with phoniness and plain greed that the mas- 
ters who created them would disown them if they 
were alive, Music critic hopes the trip uptown can 
be made with a fresh breeze, art not arty, free not 
hidebound, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS.,.1961-62 may be the theatre's 
most musical season, predicts Little, Herald 
Tribune...Dept of Drama Criticism in Federal 
government urged by William Saroyan in Herald 
Tribune article, because they critics really "know, 
know, know," 


SECOND GUESSES...Hedda Gabler and American Dream 
both toss words around with force, compares O'Con- 
nor, Journal American, The authors of both seem to 
have a point of view in common, The characters in 
the plays would never meetin the course of either 
Ibsen or Albee's society, but they all seem cut fran 
a cloth woven of ideals of which they have none and 
of realities they have not yet discovered, 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


To the surprise of practically no one the new Broad- 
way season will start this week with the early pre- Broad- 
way tryout of Sail Away in Boston. There will be no Federal 
or local tax cuts, there will be no increase or decrease in 
ticket prices, there will no lessening of sold-out houses to 
theatre parties, and there will be the same number of tickets 
to hits sold by ticket scalpers at inflated prices, The amaz- 
ing thing is that the continued threats of sudden-death of the 
entire theatre industry by highly emotional producers and 
theatre writers has no effect on politicians and/or craft 
union leaders, They know that it will take more that purple 
prose to kill off the theatre. 


* 


Off Broadway's most important aspect next season 
is not yet reflected in the future calendar. At present a half 
dozen groups have acquired their own playhouses and are 
now raising funds to present three to five plays during the 
forthcoming season. The theory is beautifully simple on 
paper. With enough funds in the bank for the entire sea - 
son the producers can present their planned productions 
despite adverse critical notices and sometimes low box- 
office returns, Hidden factors which have defeated such 
plans in the past has been the reluctance of players and 
directors to continue after a set of bad notices for the first 
production and too vague estimating of running expenses . 
As the backing for such enterprises comes from the invest- 
ors paying for the season in advance, not the box-office 
customers, it would be a pity if the producers did not put 
on unusual experimental, yet entertaining fare, instead of 
cut down Broadway productions. 


* 


A lack of loyalty to the theatre as an institution of 
art and enjoyment is what killed off temporarily the famed 
Theatre Workshop of Joan Littlewood, and if the American 
theatre fans are not careful may also kill off the equally 
famed Phoenix Theatre of NY. The premature rumor of 
the playhouse's death after many years of delightful enter - 
tainment at modest prices can only be buried by the re - 
newed, energetic support of all its subscribers and friends, 
Phoenix! 12,000 subscribers must be doubled, and its found- 
ation grants renewed if the non-profit theatre is to continue 
to present first class theatre. The possible moving to a 
smaller house may ease the financial burden. But subscriber 
or not, theatre fans must support and encourage every pro- 
duction presented, They cannot afford to attend only the 
presentations that get rave reviews. Likewise reviewers can- 
not lower their standards for either the Phoenix or City Cent- 
er productions because of the managements good intentions, 
If the Phoenix explains fully its financial plight theatre fans, 
and maybe even craft unions, will rally to the cause. 


* * 


A primary fact of theatre going enjoyment is that 
no one ever got arrested for attending a play that did not 
get the unanimous approval of all seven daily reviewers 
and all thirty plus weekly reviewers, 


* * 


Plans for Lincoln Center Repertory Company have 
quite properly been kept a dark secret so far. The powers 
have wisely picked two of the finest theatre men available, 
Robert Whitehead and Elia Kazan, Neither needs free ad- 
vice, The only thing to do is to wait patiently until they 
work out their plans fully all by themselves, 


* * 


OUTER 


BROADWAY 


THEATRE 
LETTER 
College Theatre 


State Univ of lowa, lowa City 
first summer repertory season con- 
cluded season presenting--School 
for Scandal, Macbeth, Doctor's Dil - 
emma, Skin of Our Teeth... Berea, 
Ohio, College Summer Theatre pre- 
senting four Lindsay and Crouse 
comedies- Tall Story, Life with 
Father, Prescott Proposals, Great 
Sebastians,to be hosts to authors 
Aug 8... Florida State Univ, Talla- 
hassee graduate students presented 
"Asola Comedy Festival" season at 
Sarasota, Fla. 


Douglass College, New Brun- 
swick,NJ, Dept of Speech & Dramat- 
ic Arts presenting "Children's Sum- 
mer Theatre" group of 51 boys and 
girls,ages 8-15. Tadpole, a new 
musical melodrama about Lincoln's 
youngest son by Lowell Swortzell , 
Hofstra College, directed by Nancy 
Swortzell, Douglass College. 


Dr Harold Hansen, Brigham 
Young Univ, Provo, Utah, directed 
24th annual Palmyra, NY pageant 
Aug 2-5... William Saroyan will 
write a play while in residence the 
first term at Purdue Univ, Lafaye- 
tte, Ind, to be presented by students 
in Dec, 


AETA Confab 


2500 attendance predicted 
for 25th AETA convention in NYC 
Aug 24-30 at Waldrof Astoria... 
With the professional theatre in 
its present parlous state the AETA 
membership has a greater respon- 
sibility to keep the tradition of the 
theatre alive, vigorous and for - 
ward looking, comments Funke , 
Times, 


Winter Repertory 


Ray Boyle has resigned as 
managing director of Fred Miller 
Theatre, Milwaukee, and may est- 
ablish a new theatre-restuarant in 
a nearby shopping center. Drama, 
Inc, will seek a NY director to re- 
place him, 


New Playhouses 


Alcoa Theatre may be con- 
structed in downtown Pittsburgh by 
Aluminium Co of America, reports 
Variety. 


Summer Playhouses 


Sam Wanamaker doubling 
from A Far Gountry role to dir- 
ect Ding, Dong Bell new play by 
Gurney Campbell and Daphne At- 
has to tryout Sept 4 at Westport , 
Conn, Country Playhouse starring 
Albert Dekker... Journey to the 
Day a new play by Roger Hirson 
will tryout at Westport Aug 28 
with Paul Hartman, Joan Hackett, 
William Redfield, directed by Bor- 
is Segal...Barrabbas by Michel 
de Ghelderode to have US prem - 
iere Aug 15 at Woodstock, NY , 
Playhouse directed by Isaiah Shef- 
fer with Lou Antonio, 


Tryouts This Week 


The Undercover Lover- 
a new musical with book by Ar- 
nold Weinstein, music by John 
Gruen, lyrics by Frank O'Hara 
at Adelphi College Summer Thea- 
tre, Garden City, NY 8/10-12, 


Anatol-a new musical by 
Tom Jones, music from Offen - 
back, at Arts Center Theatre , 
Boston, Mass 7/31-8/19. 


Unusual Revivals This Week 


The Show Off at Putnam 
County Playhouse, Lake Mahopac, 
NY 8/8-i3 


Little Mahogany at Players 
Art Theatre, Rochester, NY 8/l1-17 


Liliom at Saranac Lake, NY 
Summer T heatre 8/8-14 


Uncle Vanya at Barn - 
stormers, Tamworth, NH 8/8-12 


A Phoenix Too Frequent 
& The Marriage Proposal- Olney 


Md,, Theatre 871-15 


Road Tours Current 


Sail Away-Colonial, Boston 
8/9. 


Fiorello! Geary, San Fran- 


ciscy 6/726. 


Flower Drum Song-Forrest 


Philadelphia 7 ] 


Gypsy- Curran, San Fran- 


cisco 878 


La Plume de Ma Tante- 


Alcazar, San Francisco 7726 


The Miracle Worker - 
Opera House, Central City, Colo 


Shakespeare 


Edward Black; World Bank 
head, elected president of Ameri - 
can Shakespeare Festival & Acad- 
emy, Stratford, Conn,,.Sydney , 
Australia First Shakespearean 
Festival presented by John Alden 
and Elizabethan Theatre Trust 
did--Othello, Merchant of Venice, 
Macbeth, 


Road Shows 


Boston pre-Broadway try- 
out season opens Aug 9 with Sail 
Away, New Haven Aug 26 with 
Milk and Honey, 


London 


The Fantasticks opens Sept 
7 at Apollo... Luther by John Os - 
borne with Albert Finney opened to 
critical approval at Royal Court... 
The Bishop's Bonfire by Sean 
Casey drew mild critical approval 
at Mermaid opening, several critics 
noting that drama lacked shape ... 
Berliner Ensemble to return this 
season,..Oxford Playhouse Co to 
present Oresteia at Old Vic. 


Paris 


Louisianne a new play by 
Marcel Ayme to be presented in 
Sept at Theatre Renaissance, dir- 
ected by Andre Villiers, 


US Reperory 


NY Repertory Co opened 
Latin American tour in Buenos 
Aires to unanimous critical praise 
for all its bills, plays and players 
««. Theatre Guild American Re - 
pertory Co left for 13 week tour 
of 15 Latin American countries 
starting Aug 7 at Port-of-Spain 
Triniidad, 


Edinburgh Festival 


August for the People a 
new play by Nigel Dennis star - 
ring Rex Harrison to be present- 
ed by English Stage Co Sept 4, 


"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
the preceding week,"" CD" 
subscribers are invited 
to inquire further for 
more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 
and out-of-town tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 
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